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he will tell me so; but he believes that I will succeed quite well, and he finally persuaded me to undertake it. We then spoke of myself in general; we agree on this point, that one's ability in painting is slow to reveal itself; but he says that very frequently it is suddenly demonstrated, and that no one expects any great result after only three years of study; that I wish to go too fast, and that he is convinced that I will succeed; what can I think? I told him so many times not to spare me, and I insisted so strongly that he should be as frank as possible, that I really believe he was sincere; besides, he has no interest in deceiving me; and then, what he has said is not so very wonderful after all. However, I feel somewhat encouraged, and I am ready to paint the picture he desires.
What a kind, honest fellow Tony is; he says that only after ten or twelve years of work have the most gifted achieved any great success; thatBonnat, after seven years of study, amounted to nothing, and that he, himself, worked eight years before he exhibited his first painting. Of course I know all this is true, but as I had determined to win fame before I was twenty, you can imagine my feelings. It is now midnight, and I am beginning to be suspicious. I think Tony expressed too high an&opinion of my ability. I wonder if he was setting a trap for me?ct.
